
The Rhône-Alps Mountain Industries 
Cluster is a network of companies, 
laboratories and training centres 
with a common goal

  peaks Set in the heart of the French 
Alps, the Rhône-Alps region is a centre of 
excellence for mountain, sport, leisure and 
outdoor activities. Rhône-Alps regularly 
hosts world-class events: the Winter 
Olympics have been hosted three times 
(Chamonix, Grenoble and Albertville) and 
Annecy is a candidate for 2018. In 2009, 
the Alpine Skiing world championships 
were held in Val d’Isère. 

From an economic point of view, the 
mountain industry in Rhône-Alps 
represents 500 companies, 110,000 jobs 
and 185 ski resorts, with 90% of the world 
leaders in the mountain industry active in 
the region.

Aware of the outstanding potential of 
this industry, the Rhône-Alps Mountain 
Industries Cluster (known as the CIM 
cluster) was set up in 2006 to improve 
the overall performance of companies, 
resorts and laboratories working in the 
mountain sector. Its objective is to 
strengthen the sector’s competitiveness by 
building bridges between all the players, 
in order to create innovative and successful 
products that will attract more business. 

Since 2006, 120 companies (equipment 
manufacturers, service providers, outdoor 
and mountain equipment, ski resorts) have 
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regional focus

joined the cluster, which has a team 
of experts to deal with any issues that 
may arise.

Thanks to a network of partners (CCI de 
la Savoie, France Neige International, ERAI, 
Sporaltec), companies bene�t from a 
comprehensive service. It is part of the role 
of the cluster to prospect and verify foreign 
markets, as well as provide detailed 
information on existing equipment, on what 
kind of organisation or resort management 
is present in the visited country, and also 
what the public policies are with regard 
to mountain development. This enables 
French solutions to be presented to potential 
buyers and helps initiate new projects. 

regional focus

Each year, the CIM Cluster organises 
joint stands in major trade fairs all around 
the world. For instance, in 2010 the 
cluster will be present in ispo Munich, 
ispo-Alpitec China, the SAM Grenoble 
and Ski Build in Moscow. In 2011, 
companies from the CIM cluster will also 
exhibit in the SIA Denver and Interalpin 
in Innsbruck.

International delegations are also 
regularly invited to visit companies to 
present the latest innovations. At the 
forthcoming SAM, Canadian and Chinese 
visitors will come and visit various sites 
in order to see the available technologies 
and products. <<

The Rhône-Alps 
region is a centre 

of excellence for 
mountain activities


